
Polycyclic Aromatic  
Hydrocarbons 

Common environmental pollutants 

PAHs.... 

Are a class of over 1000 chemicals 

SOIL

Have few regulations for outdoor air 

Are contributors to pollution Are found in the environment 

WATER

AIR
FOOD

Do PAHs affect Human Health? 
PAHs are a human health concern, although much is still unknown. The level of concern depends on several  
factors: 

Exposure 
1 skin, breathing, eating, 

drinking 

Amount of PAHs

PAH Types 

Length of Exposure 

Susceptibility
genetics, age, pregnancy 

In occupational  
settings, studies have  
linked exposure to  
PAHs to certain  
cancers (lung, skin). 

Some PAHs may be  
related to asthma and  
chronic obstructive  
pulmonary disease  
(COPD) 

Sources of PAHs 

Oil Spills Smoke Exhaust Food 

 

OSU/ PNNL Superfund Research Center  http://super fund.oregonstate.edu/all-about-pahs 
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